PERSONAL EXPERIENCES: PARANORMAL ENCOUNTERS 


THE FACE-ON-FIRE DEMON 


A HAUNTING IN ORANGEVALE 


By Paul Dale Roberts, Halo Paranormal Investigations 


t was December 2022 when I 

received a call from Melanie, who 

lived in an apartment in Orangev- 
ale, California. While she had lived in 
the apartment for seven months, she 
only recently become haunted by the 
apparition of a man whose face ap- 
peared to be on fire. 

While putting on her makeup in 
the bathroom, Melanie saw a fiery- 
faced demon standing behind her. She 
couldn’t believe what she was seeing and 
screamed. Her next-door neighbor heard 
the scream and rushed over, knocking 
on her door. When Melanie answered, 
she said, “You may think I’m crazy, but 
I saw a man standing behind me, and his 
face was on fire!” Her neighbor assured 
her she wasn’t crazy, explaining that the 
previous tenant used to play with Ouya boards and may 
have summoned a demon. The former resident had died 
in a motorcycle accident, and the apartment was put up for 
rent. Melanie became the next tenant. 

Since moving in, Melanie had experienced banging 
on the walls, her bed shaking, and hearing footsteps even 
when she was alone in the apartment. The final straw 
came one night when, as she lay in bed, the apparition of 
the man with the fiery face appeared, looking down at her. 

She believed the previous tenant indeed summoned 
a demon, so she asked our team, specifically me and 
Deanna (AKA Wish Fire) to cleanse her apartment. 
Melanie requested a confidential cleansing and did not 
want an investigation. She allowed me to use her middle 
name, “Melanie,” for this article. 

Melanie asked if I’d ever encountered a demon with a 
face on fire, and in fact, I had. During my time stationed in 
Germany, I visited Reichenstein Castle in Trechtingshaus- 
en, about an hour from Frankfurt. The castle is known to 
locals for being haunted by a headless apparition. 
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In the 16th century, Holy Roman 
Emperor Rudolf von Habsburg or- 
dered the execution of the castle’s lord 
and his nine sons. The lord, desperate 
to save his sons, asked to have his head 
cut off and to be allowed to walk past 
his sons without it. If he succeeded, the 
emperor agreed to spare his sons. To 
the astonishment of witnesses, the lord 
managed to walk past all nine, and they 
were spared. Many people still claim 
to see the headless lord wandering the 
castle grounds. 

When I visited the area, I spoke 
to several local tourists who mentioned 
that a demon with a flaming head 
also haunts the castle. They believed 
the lord made a pact with the devil to 
perform his miraculous walk, and that 
this demon, known as the “Feuergeist” or “fire spirit,” still 
roams the area. 

One tourist told me that a man named Hans Huber 
had encountered the Feuergeist and believed he was cursed 
afterward. Hans faced financial ruin, marital problems, and 
eventually died in a car accident. Interestingly, the former 
tenant of Melanie’s apartment also died in a motorcycle ac- 
cident, leading her to wonder if he was cursed too. 

Melanie herself had a close call recently when a car 
nearly hit her after running a red light, further convincing 
her that a cleansing was urgent. 

Wish Fire and I conducted a quick EVP sweep of the 
apartment, though we didn’t capture any EVP evidence. 
Melanie allowed this part of the process. Wish Fire began 
the metaphysical cleansing with her blessed candles and 
palo santo sticks. Once she was done, I followed with a 
Roman Catholic cleansing. 

During the cleansing, I heard some banging on the 
walls, but it stopped after we finished. Melanie said the air 
felt lighter and believed the entity was cleared out. @ 


